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P R O C E E D I N G S  

P u b l i c  Hearing - September  12,  1986 

MR. BROCK: And I ' m  t h e   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   f r o m   t h e  

Mine ra l s  Management Se rv ice   i n   Anchorage ,   and  I ' d  l i k e  t o  

welcome you a l l  t o   t h i s   h e a r i n g .   E s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  i s  a v e r y   s h o r t   n o t i c e   t h a t  we gave  you  on t h i s  

hea r ing .  

And I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o   t hank   t he   Nor th   S lope   Borough ' s  

h e l p   i n   s e t t i n g   t h i s  up. We called Mr. Matumiak (ph )   and  

between  him  and h i s  s ta f f  t h e y  d i d  u s  a real  good j o b   i n  

g e t t i n g   t h e  word o u t   t o  y o u   p e o p l e   h e r e   i n   N u i q s u t  so t h a t  

we c o u l d   g e t   t h i s   h e a r i n g  set  up. 

With me, I think  probably  most   of   you  have met him, 

is Jeff Walker f rom  our   o f f ice   in   Anchorage ,   and   Helen  

Armstrong. The formal  par t  of t h i s   h e a r i n g  w i l l  be 

recorded .  And i f  somebody w a n t s   t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  l a t e r  on 

we will g o   o f f   t h e   r e c o r d   o f   t h e   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   a n d   h a v e  a 

ques t ion   and   answer   pe r iod   fo l lowing   t he  publ ic  h e a r i n g .  

But d u r i n g   t h e   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  par t  of it  it w i l l  be 

s t r i c t l y  a t e s t imony   t ype   p rocess  i n  effect. 

Firs t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a few remarks on t h i s .  On 

September  8,  1986  Union O i l  Company,  commonly referred t o  

as UNOCAL, submi t t ed  a request t o  t h e   M i n e r a l s  Management 

S e r v i c e   f o r   a n   e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e   s e a s o n a l   d r i l l i n g  

s t i p u l a t i o n .  The s e a s o n a l   d r i l l i n g   s t i p u l a t i o n  was i n  
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ef fec t  on a l l  leases r e s u l t i n g   f r o m   t h e  Sale  No. 87, 

B e a u f o r t  Sea O i l  and Gas Lease Sale. The e x c e p t i o n  w i l l  

a l l o w   d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n .  Which, by t h e  

way, s t a r t ed  I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  day b e f o r e   y e s t e r d a y  was 

when t h e y  declared t h e   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n   f o r   t h i s   y e a r .  

M i n e r a l s  Management S e r v i c e ,   o u r   o f f i c e ,   p r e p a r e d   a n  

env i ronmen ta l  assessment and a special a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

e f fec ts  on s u b s i s t e n c e  use which i s  a r equ i r emen t   o f   t he  

Alaska N a t i o n a l   I n t e r e s t s  Land Conse rva t ion  Act, commonly 

referred t o  as ANILCA. We p r e p a r e d   a n   a n a l y s i s   o n   t h e  

s u b s i s t e n c e   a c t i v i t i e s   n e a r  UNOCAL's  Hammerhead s i te .  

T h e r e ' s  a map i n   e a c h   o n e   o f   t h o s e   p a c k e t s   t h a t  was handed 

o u t ,  i f  you 'd  care t o   l o o k  a t  it. 

We f o u n d   t h e   a p p r o v a l  of t he   excep t ion   wou ld   have  no 

s i g n i f i c a n t  e f fec t  i n   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e  

Na t iona l   Env i ronmen ta l   Po l i cy  A c t .  However, we d i d  f i n d  

t h a t   t h e r e  was a p o t e n t i a l   s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n   o n  

s u b s i s t e n c e  uses under ANILCA. The Hammerhead s i t e  is 

l o c a t e d   1 2 0  miles nor theas t   f rom  Nu iqsu t   and   abou t   12  

miles s t r a i g h t   n o r t h  of  Flaxman  Island. 

A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e  data collected o v e r   t h e  past 20 

years t h e r e  i s  a r e c o r d e d  s t r i k e  of a w h a l e   w i t h i n   t h r e e  

miles o f   t h e   l o c a t i o n  a t  Hammerhead.  The measur ing  s t ick  

which we use under ANILCA is ex t r eme ly  low  and t h e   s l i g h t  

c h a n c e   t h a t   d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t y  may cause a w h a l e   t o  be 
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i n a c c e s s i b l e  causes t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of a s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e s t r i c t i o n  of s u b s i s t e n c e  use. 

It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e   p o s s i b i l i t y  of such a 

r e s t r i c t i o n   o c c u r r i n g  on t h e  Bowhead w h a l e  h a r v e s t  i s  

ex t r eme ly  low. Based on o t h e r  s t u d i e s  it i s  d o u b t f u l   t h a t  

whales more  than  two miles from the d r i l l  s i t e  w i l l  be 

affected a t  a l l .  If such whales a re  deflected such  a 

d e f l e c t i o n   w o u l d  be more  than a mile or two. 

S e c t i o n  810 of ANILCA r e q u i r e s  t h a t  i f  such  a f i n d i n g  

of s i g n i f i c a n t   r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  made a p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  w i l l  

b e  h e l d  i n   t h e   v i c i n i t y   i n v o l v e d .  That i s  what we're h e r e  

t o n i g h t   f o r  is t o   h o l d  t h a t  p u b l i c   h e a r i n g .  The purpose  

of t h i s   h e a r i n g  i s  to   r ece ive   your   v i ews   and   comment s   and  

s u g g e s t i o n s   o f   t h e   p o s s i b l e   s i g n i f i c a n t   s u b s i s t e n c e  

r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

We have   copies ,   and  I b e l i e v e   w e ' v e  passed them a l l  

out, of  t he  810 a n a l y s i s   f o r  anybody t h a t   w i s h e s   t o   h a v e  

me. Go ahead  and keep t h e   o n e   t h a t  we passed o u t   t o  you. 

An o f f i c i a l   v e r b a t i m   t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be made o f   t h i s  

h e a r i n g .   E v e r y t h i n g   t h a t  i s  spoken here i n  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  

while t h e   h e a r i n g  i s  i n   s e s s i o n ,  w i l l  be recorded .   Copies  

of t h i s   t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e   t h r o u g h  a court  

r e p o r t i n g   s e r v i c e ,   A u r o r a   C o u r t   R e p o r t i n g ,  329 F Street,  

S u i t e  206, Anchorage 99501. The i r   t e l ephone  number is 

176-4188. Minera l s  Management S e r v i c e  will n o t   d i s t r i b u t e  
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c o p i e s  of t h e   v e r b a t i m   t r a n s c r i p t .  

Any p r e s e n t a t i o n   t h a t   y o u  make we would l i k e  you t o  

come up and s i t  i n  one of t h e s e  two cha i rs  r i g h t   h e r e  so 

t h a t  w e  can  be s u r e  and hear   you  and  get   you  recorded.  

You s h o u l d  be r e l e v a n t  and t o   t h e   p o i n t ,   a n d   s p e a k e r s  w i l l  

on ly  be asked q u e s t i o n s  by u s   h e r e  a t  t h e   t a b l e  i f  we 

need t o   c l a r i f y  a p o i n t   t h a t   y o u ' v e  made. And t h a t ' s   n o t  

t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d   t h a t   w e ' v e  made up our mind one way or  

t h e   o t h e r   o f   w h a t   t h e   d e c i s i o n   s h o u l d  be. With t h a t  I 

would l i k e  t o  ask o u r   t r a n s l a t o r   t o   t r a n s l a t e   t h i s .  And 

t h e n   f o l l o w i n g   t h a t  I ' m  g o i n g   t o  ask UNOCAL t o  make a 

s h o r t   s t a t e m e n t  of  what t h e i r   p r o p o s a l  is so t h a t  you 

u n d e r s t a n d   e x a c t l y   w h a t   t h e y ' r e   p r o p o s i n g   t h a t  w i l l  take 

p l a c e   d u r i n g   t h e   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n .  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n  of Mr. Brock ' s  

o p e n i n g   s t a t e m e n t )  Is t h a t  i t? 

MR. BROCK: T h a t ' s  it. 

MR. REXFORD: What was t h e  l a s t  p a r t   t h a t   y o u  

spoke   abou t?   Tha t  was n o t   o n   t h i s  sc r ip t .  After you   d id  

t h i s   t h i n g   y o u  sa id  a few words. 

MR. BROCK: About t h e s e   t h i n g s   b e i n g   a v a i l a b l e ?  

I d o n ' t  remember  what I said.  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n  of Mr. Brock ' s  

s t a t e m e n t )  I'll t u r n   t h i s   o v e r   t o  you. 

MR. BROCK: I would l i k e  t o  a s k  UNOCAL t h e n   t o  
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g ive  a s h o r t   p r e s e n t a t i o n  of wha t   t he   p roposa l  i s  so 

everybody  has a c h a n c e   t o  hear t h a t   r a t h e r   t h a n  me j u s t  

r e p e a t  i t  . Would you   p l ease?  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: No, j u s t  s p e l l   y o u r  name i f  you 

would, when you s t a r t ,  s o  t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   t r a n s c r i b i n g   t h e  

r e p o r t  w i l l  be s u r e   t o   g e t  it. 

MR. REXFORD: I ' d  l i k e  t o   s ay   wha t   he  said.  

( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. TABLER: My name is Kevin Tabler and I ' m  w i t h  

Union O i l  Company of C a l i f o r n i a ,  known as UNOCAL. With me 

h e r e   t o n i g h t  I brought  Dave Yes l ing .  And Dave i f  y o u ' l l  

j u s t  raise your  hand.  Dave is w i t h   S h e l l   W e s t e r n  E&P. He 

is t h e i r   s e n i o r   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   e n g i n e e r .  To h i s   r i g h t  i s  

Vernon Row (ph)  , he i s  UNOCAL's d i s t r i c t  d r i l l i n g  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  who will be i n   c h a r g e  o f   ou r   ope ra t ions  out 

the re .  Seated behind him is  Roy R o b e r t s  who is our  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l   e n g i n e e r   l o c a l l y   f o r  UNOCAL. I ' m  a l a n d  

management e n g i n e e r .   I n   t h e   a u d i e n c e  is B i l l  Brower, who 

is a product ion   foreman.  Most of  you  probably know  who 

Bill is. He's w i t h  u s  h e r e   t o n i g h t ,   t o o .  

Very b r i e f l y  I ' d  l i k e  t o   o u t l i n e   w h a t   o u r   r e q u e s t  is. 

I t ' s  t o  acquire a n   e x e m p t i o n   t o   e x c e p t i o n   t o   S t i p u l a t i o n  

?our  which is a s t i p u l a t i o n   a t t a c h e d   t o   t h e   o i l   a n d   g a s  

lease t h a t  we j o i n t l y   a c q u i r e d   w i t h  AMOCO, S h e l l ,   a n d  
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2 C u r r e n t l y ,  as most  of  you are aware, t h e r e  is a well 

3 

d r i l l  s h i p   o v e r   t o   t h e  Hammerhead l o c a t i o n .  7 

o p e r a t i o n .  And our request i s   i s  t h a t  we move t h a t  same 6 

what  our request is   is  t h a t   t h e y ' r e   a b o u t   t o   f i n i s h   t h a t  5 

Corona Well, which i s  o p e r a t e d  by t h e  SWEPI group. And 4 

be ing  d r i l l e d  o u t   i n   B e a u f o r t  Sea. I t ' s  known as t h e  

8 And Hammerhead i s  a well t h a t  was d r i l l e d  l a s t  y e a r  

9 

wha le   mig ra t ion .  1 0  

by Union O i l  Company. And c o n t i n u e   d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e  

1 1  MR. REXFORD: Could we s t o p  so t h a t  we c o u l d  

12  t r a n s l a t e ?  

13 MR. BROCK: L e t  him t r a n s l a t e .  

14 MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n   o f  UNOCAL s t a t e m e n t )  

15 MR. TABLER: T h i s   s t i p u l a t i o n   b e f o r e   t h a t  I made 

16 

c o u r s e ,   d o e s   p r o h i b i t   t h e   d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e  w h a l e  17 

r e f e r e n c e   t o   w h e r e i n  we're a sk ing   fo r   an   exempt ion ,  of 

m i g r a t i o n .  18 

19 However, t h i s  w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  c h a n c e   t h a t  w e  w i l l  

20 

i t s e l f .  24 

and see what ,   i f   any ,  impacts t h e r e  are on t h e   m i g r a t i o n  23 

p o t e n t i a l   e f f e c t s   o f   d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n  22 

research  program  which w i l l  s t u d y   t h e  possible or 21 

have,  i f  g r a n t e d   t h i s   e x c e p t i o n ,   t o   e n t e r   i n t o  a 

25 The p l an   wou ld   be   t o  move as soon as  p o s s i b l e ,  as  
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soon as  t h e   d r i l l i n g  i s  completed a t  the   Corona   prospec t .  

We w o u l d   a n t i c i p a t e   t h a t  i t  would take,  we'd hope t o   h a v e  

i t  c o m p l e t e d   w i t h i n  20  d a y s .   W e ' r e   a n t i c i p a t i n g   t h a t  

p o s s i b l e  start-up would be September   20th.   With  that  I 

r e a l l y   d o n ' t   h a v e   a n y  more. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n  of UNOCAL s t a t e m e n t )  

I f  I missed someth ing ,   Maggie ,   o r   Bennie   o r   anyone   tha t ' s  

aware of issues t h a t  I miss I t h i n k  i t  would be good t o  

c l a r i f y   t h a t .   T h a t  way we g e t  f u l l   p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

MR. TABLER: T h i s  ope ra t ion   wou ld  be conducted by 

t h e  same d r i l l i n g   c o n t r a c t o r   w h i c h  we h a v e   c u r r e n t l y  

working  on the   p rogram  out  a t  the   Corona   prospec t  now, 

u t i l i z i n g   t h e  same. Of c o u r s e  we'd be o p e r a t i n g   u n d e r   t h e  

same s t i p u l a t i o n s  and c o n d i t i o n s   w h i c h  were imposed  upon 

S h e l l   i n   t h e i r   o p e r a t i o n s .  I t h i n k   t h a t ' s  maybe a l l  I 

have t o   s a y .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n   o f  UNOCAL s t a t e m e n t )  

I d i d n ' t   i n t r o d u c e   y o u r  quest. You had   done   tha t .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. Mr. Mayor,  do  you  have 

any  comments t h a t   y o u ' d  l i k e  t o   s t a r t   o f f   w i t h ?   C o u l d  I 

g e t  you t o  come up t o   t h e   t a b l e  so we c a n  be s u r e   a n d   g e t  

you r e c o r d e d ,  please. 

MR. SIMMONDS: ( T e s t i m o n y   i n   I n u p i a t )  

MR. BROCK: Could I g e t  you t o  spell your name t o  
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be s u r e  t h a t  I g e t  i t  r i g h t  on t h e  w r i t t e n  record? 

MR. SIMMONDS: Yes; S-i-m-m-o-n-d-s. Do you  want 

me t o  spell my f i r s t  name, t o o ?  

MR. BROCK: Are you  going t o  t r a n s l a t e  that  t o  

English? 

MR. REXFORD: Yes. Mayor Simmonds has e x p r e s s e d  

t h a t  t h e  community of Nuiqsut  i s  i n   s u p p o r t  of t h e  North 

S lope   Borough   r egu la t ions  t h a t  a re  p r e s e n t l y   o r d i n a n c e   a n d  

law t h a t   t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y   s h o u l d   n o t  proceed w i t h  the 

d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  of the   whales .  And t h a t  h e  

e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  community members t o  speak up i n  t h i s  

p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  so  t h a t  t h e y   c a n   e x p r e s s  t he i r  conce rns  so 

t h a t   t h e   d r i l l i n g   s h o u l d   n o t   o c c u r   d u r i n g   t h e   m i g r a t i o n  of 

t h e  whales. And he  encourages  t h e  community c i t i z e n s  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e   t o   t h a t  e f fec t .  

MR. BROCK: Can I ask o n e   q u e s t i o n ?  Is t h a t  

any time d u r i n g  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  i s  what  you said,  o r ?  

Because the State  has said 50 p e r c e n t .  Is h e   s a y i n g  

any time d u r i n g   t h e   m i g r a t i o n ?  Is t h a t   t h e   p o i n t   y o u ' r e  

making? 

MR. SIMMONDS: What was that?  

MR. BROCK: Is y o u r   p o i n t   t h a t   y o u   d o n ' t   w a n t   a n y  

d r i l l i n g  a t  a l l  du r ing   any  time of the m i g r a t i o n ,  or j u s t  

u p  t o  a c e r t a i n  -- l i k e  I b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e r e ' s   b e e n  some 

agreements   on 50 p e r c e n t  of t h e   m i g r a t i o n .  
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MR. SIMMONDS: U n t i l  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  i s  halfway 

through.  

MR. BROCK: I j u s t  w a n t e d   t o  make s u r e   t h a t  I 

understood  which  one  you were say ing .  Thank  you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n  of Mr. Simmonds 

and Mr. Brock's s t a t e m e n t s )  

MR. BROCK: Do we have  somebody else t h a t   w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y ?   D o n ' t  be b a s h f u l .  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: Would you please spell  your name when 

you s t a r t ,  s i r ,  so I can  be s u r e   a n d   g e t  it r i g h t  for  the 

r e c o r d ?  

FRANK LONG: My name is Frank Long. I have  been 

a r e s i d e n t   h e r e  for  13 y e a r s .  And I t h i n k  I would   suppor t  

t he   Nor th  Slope Borough ' s   po l i cy  on n o t   d r i l l i n g   d u r i n g  

whale m i g r a t i o n .  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  they  do Barrow 

won’t g e t  n o   w h a l e   t h i s  f a l l ,  T h e y ' l l  a l l  go t o  S ibe r i a .  

Maybe the R u s s i a n s   m i g h t   g e t  some whales but   they   won ' t  

help me none.  Thank  you. 

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. NAGEAK: Benjamin  Nageak, N-a-g-e-a-k, 

MR. BROCK: Would you repeat t h a t  f o r  me? 

MR. NAGEAK: N-a-g-e-a-k. The Act ing Director 

for the  North  Slope  Borough,   Department  of Wildlife 
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Management. I t ' s  u n f o r t u n a t e   t h a t   t h e   p e o p l e  who a re  

knowledgeable  of t h e  Bowhead whale m i g r a t i o n  a re  n o t   h e r e  

t o   p r e s e n t   t h e m s e l v e s .  As you know they  are  ou t   wha l ing .  

O u t  towards   F laxman  I s land   and   p laces   in   be tween.  

I would l i k e  t o  a s k  a q u e s t i o n .  Do you  have  any 

p l a n s   t o   m o n i t o r  the whales a n d   t h e i r   a c t i v i t i e s   a r o u n d  

t h e  Hammerhead, area? 

MR. BROCK: We'll take t h a t  up j u s t  as soon as  we 

c l o s e  t h e  meeting. We'll answer tha t  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h a t   p o i n t .  

MR. NAGEAK: I would j u s t  l i k e  t o   s a y  tha t  i t ' s  

u n f o r t u n a t e   t h a t   y o u   c a n ' t  hear the  p e o p l e ,   t h e   w h a l e r s ,  

who r e a l l y  know t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f   t he  Bowhead whale;  t h a t  

t h e y ' r e   n o t   h e r e   t o   p r e s e n t   t h e i r  case. And I’ll have  some 

more q u e s t i o n s  a f te r  the p u b l i c  hear ing .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: S i r ?  

MR. NALIKAK:  My name i s  Ron N a l i k a k ,  

N-a-l-i-k-a-k. I ' m  t h e   A d m i n i s t r a t i v e   D i r e c t o r   f o r   t h e  

Alaska Eskimo  Whaling  Commission. I am here r e p r e s e n t i n g  

the  Whaling  Commission  on behalf of  Arnold  Brower,   Junior,  

the  Chairman  of  the  Commission. And we'd l i k e  t o   g o   o n  

r e c o r d  as s a y i n g   t h a t  we oppose   any   down-hole   ac t iv i ty  

u n t i l  75 p e r c e n t  of the Bowhead p o p u l a t i o n   h a s   g o n e  

through.  
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And l i k e  Bennie ,  i t ' s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  whalers 

a re  n o t  able t o  be here t o   t e s t i f y  on t h e i r  own b e h a l f ,  

s i n c e   t h e y  are the  knowledgeable   ones.  We'd l i k e  t o  go  on 

r e c o r d  as oppos ing   down-ho le   ac t iv i ty   un t i l  75 p e r c e n t  i s  

gone.  Thank  you. 

MR. BROCK: Thank you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: Thank you. Is there anybody else 

t h a t  would l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  or make a statement? 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  I c o u l d   t e s t i f y ,  

too.  

MR. BROCK: You can i f  you  want  to. I n  fac t ,  

you're  more  than  welcome  to.  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  Is t h i s  g o i n g   t o  

p i ck  it up? 

MR. BROCK: Yes, you can s t a y  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

MR. REXFORD: F i r s t  of a l l  I w i l l  speak as a 

member of the  whaling  community,  as a member of my 

f a t h e r ' s   w h a l i n g  crew and no t  as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  

N o r t h  Slope Borough . 
I am i n   o p p o s i t i o n   o f   a n y   a c t i v i t y ,   d r i l l i n g  

a c t i v i t y ,   t h a t  would   endanger   the   popula t ion   in  t h e  areas 

t h a t  AMOCO, She l l ,  and  Union  proposed t o  do some ongoing 

a c t i v i t i e s   d u r i n g   t h e   m i g r a t i o n  of the whales.  

And I suppor t   t he   comment s   t ha t  AEWC, A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
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Direc tor   Ronald  N a l i k a k  s ta ted,  because we need a s s u r a n c e  

t h a t   t h e r e  w i l l  be enough whales. That t h e  m i g r a t i o n ,  t h e  

p a t t e r n  of t h e  m i g r a t i o n  of the whales a re  n o t   i n t e r r u p t e d  

so  t h a t  t h e  r o u t e s   a r e   c h a n g e d .  And I s p e a k   a s  a r e s i d e n t  

and  not  as  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  North  Slope  Borough, 

which I am an  employee  of. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. S i r ?  

UNIDENTIFIED:  If I want t o   a s k   y o u  a q u e s t i o n  do 

I have t o  w a l k  t o   t h e  m i k e ?  

MR. BROCK: I f  i t ' s  a q u e s t i o n  can we hold  i t  

u n t i l  we throw it open   fo r   ques t ions   and  answers? Would 

t h a t  be okay? 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: Anybody else t h a t  would l i k e  t o  make 

a s t a t e m e n t   b e f o r e  we go o f f  the r eco rd  and go i n t o  a 

ques t ion   and   answer   pe r iod?  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  I would l i k e  a 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  when you s t a t e  "o f f   t he   r eco rd" .  How do you 

i n t e r p r e t   t h a t ?  

MR. BROCK: The tape reco rde r   won ' t  be on and it 

won' t   be  made p a r t  of t h e   o f f i c i a l   t r a n s c r i p t .  Now i f  we 

want t o  go back on t h e  r e c o r d   a f t e r  we have a q u e s t i o n   a n d  

answer   per iod  -- i n   o t h e r   w o r d s ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t   w a n t   t o  make 

a long r e c o r d i n g   o f   a l l  of t h e   q u e s t i o n s  and answers.  If 
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somebody  wants t o   t h e n  we'l l  go back on t h e  r e c o r d   t o  make 

a s t a t e m e n t .  I have no problem w i t h  t h a t .  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: If t h e r e ' s  no  more  s ta tements  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  l e t ' s  go  off  t h e  r eco rd   and  w e ' l l  open i t  up t o  

q u e s t i o n s .  Did you  want t o  make a s t a t e m e n t ,  s i r ?  

MR. AHVAKANA: Yes. 

MR. BROCK: Come up t o  t h e  m i k e  i f  you  would, 

please? Please s p e l l   y o u r  name so I'll be sure and g e t  

i t  r i g h t .  

MR. AHVAKANA: The name is Nelson  Ahvakana, 

A-h-v-a-k-a-n-a. I ' m  the p a s t o r  of t h e   P r e s b y t e r i a n  

church  here a n d   a l s o  a member of t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l .  I ' m  

s o r r y   t o   s a y   t h a t   t h e   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  should  be here 

a re  n o t   h e r e  a t  the p r e s e n t  time because t h e y ' r e   t h e   o n e s  

t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  in f luenced  by t h i s   h e a r i n g .  

The v i l l a g e  of   Nuiqsut ,   ever   s ince  i t  moved t o   t h i s  

a r e a ,   t h i s   l o c a t i o n ,  has b e e n   d o i n g   s u b s i s t e n c e   h u n t i n g ,  

e s p e c i a l l y   f o r   w h a l i n g   d u r i n g   t h e  f a l l  time. And because 

of t h e   c o s t   o f  the s u b s i s t e n c e   f o r   w h a l i n g  i t ' s  r e a l l y  

hard f o r  these p e o p l e   t o   t r y   a n d  t o  do t h i s  one- t ime  th ing  

wh ich   happens   he re   du r ing   t he  f a l l  time only .  

I see t h a t  the i n d u s t r y  i s  a s k i n g   t h a t   t h e s e  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  be waived so t h a t   t h e y   c o u l d   g o   a h e a d   a n d  

h a v e   t h e i r   d r i l l i n g   c o m p l e t e d   p r i o r   t o  t h e  freeze-up.  I 
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t h i n k   t h e i r   p o i n t  is  well t a k e n   b u t  a t  t h e  same time t h i s  

v i l l a g e  i s  dependent   upon  our   people   going  out   and  get t ing 

t h e   w h a l e ,  i f  it so happens t h a t  they are lucky.  

They t r a v e l   r o u g h l y   a b o u t  70 miles j u s t   t o  do t h i s .  

And t h e y   l e a v e   t h e i r  families, t h e i r   f r i e n d s ,   t h e i r   j o b s  

t o   t r y   a n d   m a i n t a i n  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  way of l i f e  w i t h i n  

t h i s   v i l l a g e .  This y e a r   t h e r e ' s   b e e n   a b o u t   f o u r   o r   f i v e  

whal ing crews t h a t  have  gone  out.  They have j u s t  l e f t  

r e c e n t l y   a n d   t h a t   l o c a t i o n   o f   w h e r e  Hammerhead i s  b e i n g  

proposed i s  probably   about  t h e  place where t h e  m i g r a t i o n  

r o u t e   o f  the whale is. 

And because of t h a t  and because of t h e  hardship  t h a t  

t h e  whalers w i l l  be g e t t i n g ,   a n d  i s  h a v i n g   r i g h t  now 

because o f   t h e   d i s t a n c e s ,  my recommendation  would be t o  

fo l low t h e  recommendation t h a t  t h e  North  Slope  Borough had 

i n i t i a l l y   s t i p u l a t e d   o n   t h i s .  And t h a t  i f  t h e   d i r e c t i o n  

is t o  be made so t h a t  -- i f  the   judgment  i s  made t h a t   t h e  

d r i l l i n g  be t aken ,  I would  recommend t h a t   w h a t  Mr. Balikak 

had ment ioned   would   be   fo l lowed,   and   tha t  i s  75 p e r c e n t .  

P r e s e n t l y   t h i s   v i l l a g e ,   a n d  I d o n ' t   b e l i e v e   t h e r e ' s  

ever  been a m o n i t o r i n g   s y s t e m   a v a i l a b l e   t o   e n h a n c e  as t o  

now much wha les   wou ld   mig ra t e   t h rough   t ha t  area. Tha t  

f i g u r e  i s  no t   r eco rded .  I don ' t   be l i eve   because   nobody  

knows how  many whales would migrate th rough   t he re .  We're 

j u s t   p i c k i n g  up  75 p e r c e n t .  It may be 75 p e r c e n t   o f   j u s t  
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a h y p o t h e t i c a l   t h i n g   o f  t en  w h a l e s   g o i n g   t h r o u g h   t h a t  

rou te   where   ou r   wha le r s   wou ld   have   t he   oppor tun i ty  of 

t r y i n g   t o   g e t   w h a t  i s  be ing  asked by t h i s   v i l l a g e ,   t h e i r  

quota .  

O r  i t  may be more  than t e n .  We d o n ' t  know. But 75 

p e r c e n t  of t h a t  i s  n o t  much. And i f  t h e   p e o p l e   o r   t h e  

i n d u s t r y   c o u l d .  wait  u n t i l   s u c h  time t h a t   t h e   w h a l i n g  i s  

n o t   t a k i n g   p l a c e  because of wea the r ,  because of ice 

c o n d i t i o n s ,  I b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h a t  would be t h e  time when t h e  

d r i l l i n g   c o u l d  take p l a c e .  

Eve r   s ince  I have moved t o   t h i s   v i l l a g e ,   t h e   v i l l a g e  

of N u i q s u t ,   I ' v e   b e e n   t o l d  time a f t e r  time t h a t   t h e  

i n d u s t r y ,   t h e y   h a d   n e v e r   l i s t e n e d   t o   t h e  plea of t h e s e  

p e o p l e .   I ' v e   b e e n   h e r e   f o r   f i v e   y e a r s  now and I ' m  

b e g i n n i n g   t o   b e l i e v e   w h a t   t h e y ' r e   s a y i n g .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  

about time t h a t  someone e lse  t h a t   h a s   t h e   a u t h o r i t y   t o  

make sure t h a t   t h e s e   s t i p u l a t i o n s  are  honored ,   and   appl ied  

j u s t  t h e  way t h a t  we o u r s e l v e s  as  r e s i d e n t s   o f  N u i q s u t  are  

asked t o   f o l l o w   t h r o u g h   w i t h   t h e i r  own s t i p u l a t i o n   t h a t  

have b e e n   g i v e n   t o  us .  When it comes t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  I ' m  

s u r e  t h a t  a few days   o r  a few weeks i t  w o u l d n ' t   h u r t  t o  

see t o  i t  t h a t   t h e   d r i l l i n g  date be postponed. 

I would  recommend  maybe a r o u n d   t h e   1 5 t h  of October  

would b e   p r o b a b l y   a b o u t   t h e   r i g h t  time. Because a t  t h a t  

t ime  our  people  would be coming back then .  Then i f  t h a t  
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would be h e a r d ,  I ' m  p l e a d i n g   f o r   t h e  whalers t h a t  a re  o u t  

p r e s e n t l y ,   f o r  the members of this v i l l a g e   t h a t   c a n n o t  s i t  

here a n d   e x p r e s s   t h e i r  own conce rns  and t h e   c o n c e r n s   o f  

o t h e r s .  I ' m  p l e a d i n g  i n  behalf  of t h e s e   p e o p l e .  And I 

hope t h a t  w h a t  I say  would  have some we igh t  so t h a t  the 

Mine ra l s  Management  would make a d e t e r m i n a t i o n   a c c o r d i n g l y  

i n   h e a r i n g  the .  w i shes  of t h i s   v i l l a g e .  Thank  you  very much. 

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  T h a t ' s  a long  one,  

N e l s o n .   ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  Somehow I got   ahead   of   myse l f  on 

t h i s ,   ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  I hope I d i d n ' t  miss anyth ing ,   Nelson .  

MR. BROCK: Is there   anybody else t h a t  would l i k e  

t o  make a s t a t e m e n t   b e f o r e  we g o   i n t o   o u r   q u e s t i o n s   a n d  

answers?  (No r e s p o n s e )  Why d o n ' t  we s h u t  o f f   t h e  

machines  and i f  anybody ' s   go t   any   ques t ions  we'l l  t r y  t o  

answer them, 

MR. REXFORD: I'll keep  my tape on because i t ' s  

f o r  my r e c o r d s .  

MR. BROCK: T h a t ' s   f i n e .  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

( O f f  Record) 

( Q u e s t i o n   a n d  Answer S e s s i o n  O f f  The  Record) 

MR. BROCK: We'll go back o n   t h e   r e c o r d   a n d   g e t  

t h a t  comment  on t h e   r e c o r d ,  

MR. REXFORD: Mae Ahtuangaruk i s  one  of the 
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r e s i d e n t s  here i n   N u i q s u t .  The comments t h a t  she  made is  

t h a t  -- boy, I hope I can  remember it. I'll need  some 

h e l p   f r o m   t h e   a u d i e n c e  t h a t  l i s tened t o  t h e  comments. 

Why was there a r u s h   f o r  t he ,  a n d   B i l l y   e l a b o r a t e d   o n  

t h e  i s s u e .  Why was there a r u s h  t ha t  when t h e  members of 

t h e  community who are i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  p r o p o s e d   a c t i v i t y  

a re  no t   he re ,   and  t h a t  a p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   c o u l d  be h e l d  

e a r l i e r ,  August  maybe, so t h a t  these t h i n g s   c o u l d  be h e a r d  

ahead of  time. Well i n   a d v a n c e  so t h a t   t h e r e   c o u l d  be 

adequate inpu t ,   and  i n  comments made on t h e  issue tha t  we 

are  d i s c u s s i n g .  And n o t   t o   r u s h  it down on t h e  community. 

Because t h e  comments t o n i g h t  a r e  l i m i t e d  because of t h e  

f ac t  t h a t  t h o s e  t h a t  a re  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e   p o t e n t i a l  

d e c i s i o n  a re  n o t  here t o  make comments. 

Also, f o r  many y e a r s  she 's  been a r e s i d e n t  here. And 

i n   t h o s e   y e a r s  i t  h a s  been v e r y  hard t o   l i v e   i n  t h e  

community because of t h e  c o s t  of h a v i n g   t o   h e a t   t h e i r  

homes and because of t h e   h a r d s h i p  of  employment 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  And i t ' s  been a l o n g  time s ince   P rudhoe  

Bay has been   deve loped   and   t ha t   t he re   shou ld   be   ways  t o  

accommodate a c o s t   e f f e c t i v e   m e a n s   o f   p r o v i d i n g   a l t e r n a t e  

ene rgy  sources f o r  t h e  community so t h a t   t h e y   d o n '  t have  

t o  g o   t h r o u g h   t h e   h a r d s h i p   y e a r   i n   a n d   y e a r   o u t .  

They are e x p e r i e n c i n g   h a r d s h i p .  The people  of  Barrow 

are  l i v i n g   i n   l u x u r y  compared t o  t h e  h a r d s h i p   t h a t   t h e y  
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l i v e   t h r o u g h .  The o i l   i n d u s t r y  has never  accommodated 

t h e i r   n e e d s   t o   p r o v i d e  some a l t e r n a t e   e n e r g y   s o u r c e ,   e v e n  

t h o u g h   t h e y ' r e   r i g h t   n e x t   d o o r   t o  t h e  community of 

Nuiqsut .   Those  things  have  been discussed numerous times 

and  they  have  never   been  adhered  to .  

And i t ' s  a h a r d s h i p   t o   l i v e   h e r e .   S h e   w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

h e l p   t h e   r e s i d e n t s  because s h e  i s  concerned.  And a t  times 

when they   go   in to   o ther   communi t ies ,   fo r   example ,   Bar row.  

I t ' s  hard  f o r  them t o  be i n  Barrow  for  a long  time because  

i t ' s  n o t  a v e r y   c o m f o r t a b l e   f e e l i n g   t o  be over  there 

because t h e   a t m o s p h e r e  i s  n o t   r i g h t  because t h e y ' r e  

s t a y i n g  a t  f r iends o r   r e l a t i v e s   t h a t  may n o t  make them 

f ee l  comfor t ab le .  

B u t  t h e  main p o i n t  i s  t h e  o i l   i n d u s t r y  has  deve loped  

s o  r a p i d l y   a n d   y e t   N u i q s u t  i s  so c l o s e   t o   t h e   d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

why h a s   n o t   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   a c c o m m o d a t e d   t h e   e n e r g y   n e e d  

t o  make t h e  community  an easier p l a c e  t o  l i v e   i n .  Because 

i t ' s  so h a r d   t o  heat t h e  homes. I t ' s  so ha rd   fo r   economic  

e m p l o y m e n t   o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,   a n d   t h a t ' s  a c o n c e r n   t h a t  she 

has.  And s h e ' s   s p e a k i n g  now because these are  c o n c e r n s  

t h a t   s h e ' s   g o t   t h a t   t h e y ' v e   e x p e r i e n c e d   s i n c e   t h e  

r e -e s t ab l i shmen t   o f  t h e  community. 

Why d o e s   n o t   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   p r o v i d e   a n   a l t e r n a t e  

ene rgy   sou rce  so t h a t  l i f e  h e r e  i n  N u i q s u t  cou ld  be made 

easier. And I h o p e   t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  missed any th ing .  
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MS. KUNAKUNANA: (Testimony i n  I n u p i a t )  

MR. BROCK: Could   you   spe l l   her  name f i r s t ?  

MR. REXFORD: Sara Kunakune, K-u-n-a-k-u-n-e. I 

t h i n k .  

MS. KUNAKUNANA: N-a-n-a, Kunakunana, Mrs. 

Kunakunana  would l i k e  t o   e x p r e s s   h e r  desire t o   c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  of t h e  p e o p l e  here i n  Nuiqsut  because 

s h e  i s  fond   o f   t he   peop le   he re .  And t h a t  because of t h a t  

bond s h e  would l i k e  t o   e x p r e s s  her concerns.  

S h e   h a s   p o i n t e d   o u t   t h a t  Hammerhead i s  i n  t h e  area 

where t h e  m i g r a t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d .  She s ta tes  t h a t  from past 

e x p e r i e n c e  of   mushing ,   boa t ing ,   and   hunt ing ,   and   t rapping  

i n   t h o s e  areas. And s h e  i s  c o n c e r n e d   t h a t   t h e   d e v e l o p m e n t  

i n   P r u d h o e  Bay, t h e r e  a r e  w e l l h e a d s   t h a t  are  tapped and 

l e f t   a n d   n o t   p r o d u c e d .   T h a t  i s  a conce rn  t h a t  why is  i t  

i f  there are  we l lheads  t h a t  a r e  j u s t  t a p p e d   a n d   i n  

reserve they ' r e   be ing   deve loped .  Instead t h e   o i l  

i n d u s t r y  is  p u r s u i n g   t o  go   o f f shore .  

Have t h e   o i l  wells i n  Prudhoe Bay d e p l e t e d   t o   t h e  

poin t   where  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g o   o f f s h o r e   i n   t h e  

Hammerhead area. T h i s  is a conce rn   she   expres ses .  And 

t h e   h a r d s h i p  of t h e   w h a l i n g  crews t h a t  are o u t   t h e r e   t h a t  

t hey   expe r i ence .  I t ' s  h a r d   f o r  them t o  go  out   and 

whaling . 
And f o r  the l a s t  t h r e e   s e a s o n s  a whale  has n o t   b e e n  
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caugh t  by t h i s  community. That i s  a concern .  They have 

v e r y   s t r o n g l y   g o n e   o u t   h o p i n g   t h a t   t h e y  will be s u c c e s s f u l  

i n   h u n t i n g ,   b u t   f o r  three y e a r s   t h e y   h a v e   n o t   b e e n  

s u c c e s s f u l .  It i s  t h i s  des i re  t h a t  s h e   w i s h e s   t o   e x p r e s s  

t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  here t h a t   i f  there ' s  o i l  wells t h a t  

a r e  j u s t  t a p p e d   i n   P r u d h o e  Bay h a v e   t h e y   d e p l e t e d   t o   t h e  

p o i n t  where i t  is  n e c e s s a r y   t o   g o   o u t   o n   t h e   o f f s h o r e   t o  

k e e p   d r i l l i n g  i f  t h o s e   o i l  wells a re  depleted. 

I t h i n k  I might   have  missed some. I t h i n k   t h a t ' s   t h e  

core  of  her  comments, B u t  she states t h a t  from 

e x p e r i e n c e   f r o m   h u n t i n g ,   t r a p p i n g   i n   t h e   F l a x m a n   I s l a n d  

a r e a ,  she n o t i c e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  m i g r a t i o n   r o u t e  of t h e  

whales and t h a t ' s  a c o n c e r n   t o  her. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  

much what   she  stated. I may have missed a few p o i n t s .  

MR. BROCK: Go ahead,  s i r .  

MR. NAGEAK: My name is  Benjamin P. Nageak, I ' m  

from  Barrow. I would l i k e  t o  res ta te  my p o s i t i o n   o n  my 

s u p p o r t  on t h e   N o r t h  Slope Borough ' s   pos i t i on   on   keep ing  

S t i p u l a t i o n  Number F o u r   u n t i l  50 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   w h a l e s  

h a v e   m i g r a t e d   t h r o u g h   t h e   d r i l l i n g  s i te  areas. 

And wha t  I was g o i n g   t o   s a y ,  it j u s t   c o m p l e t e l y  l e f t  

my mind. Maybe i t  w i l l  come back t o  me. 

MR. BROCK: A l l  r i g h t ,  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MS. ERICKLOOK: ( T e s t i m o n y   i n   I n u p i a t )  
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MR. REXFORD: Bessie Er i ck look ,  

E - r - i - c - k - l - o - o - k .   S h e   w o u l d  l i k e  t o   r e f l e c t  back on t h e  

times t h a t  Thomas Napa leak   (ph )   t o ld   he r  a s t o r y  about one 

of t h e   w h a l i n g   s e a s o n s   t h a t   o c c u r r e d .  

And on t h e  crew was a young  person   tha t   fo l lowed.  

And because of h a v i n g   t o   t r a v e l  so f a r   a n d   h a v i n g   t o ,  

because of t h e   e l e m e n t s   o f  nature,  they   had   hard ly   any  

food t o  eat. Because of   Napaleak 's  desire t o  keep t h a t  

young  boy i n  good s p i r i t  i t  was v e r y   d i f f i c u l t   f o r  

Napaleak t o  k e e p   t h a t   y o u n g   b o y ' s   s p i r i t   g o i n g .  

And so the   who le  crew had t o   r a t i o n   t h e i r   f o o d   t o  

keep t h a t  young  boy 's  s p i r i t  going   because  of t h e  

elements .  And t h e s e  are  t h e   h a r d s h i p s  of t h e   w h a l i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s   t h a t   t h e y  face. They go   th rough  these  

na rdsh ips   even  if t h e y   c a t c h  a w h a l e   o r   d o n ' t   c a t c h  a 

whale. And when t h e y   b r i n g  back t h e   w h a l e  i t ' s  v e r y   h a r d  

€or   them  because  they m u s t  t r a v e l   w i t h   t h a t   w h a l e   f o r  a 

l o n g ,   l o n g   t r a v e l .  And because of t h e   e l e m e n t s ,   f o g ,  or 

weather   condi t ions ,  because of t h a t   l o n g   t r a v e l   s o m e t i m e s  

tha t  meat s p o i l s .  And t h a t  i s  one  of t h e   h a r d   c o n d i t i o n s  

tha t  w e  h a v e   t o  face wi th   eve ry   yea r .  

We e x p e r i e n c e   t h e s e   i n   o u r  desire t o   g e t   o u r   f o o d ,  

our n u t r i t i o n a l   n e e d s   d u r i n g   t h e   w h a l i n g   s e a s o n .  I would 

l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   t o  wait j u s t   f o r  a l i t t l e  

while so t h a t   o u r   w h a l e r s   c a n   g o   o u t   a n d   h u n t   t h e   w h a l e ,  
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even i f  t h e y '  re no t  successful. 

I am not   very   knowledgeable  i n  h u n t i n g  t h e  whale b u t  

I know f r o m   t h e   s t o r i e s  t h a t  i t  is  v e r y   d i f f i c u l t   f o r   t h e  

crews t o  be o u t   t h e r e .   S o m e t i m e s   l i t e r a l l y   r a t i o n i n g   f o o d  

t o   a l m o s t  a p o i n t  of s t a r v a t i o n .  And t h o s e  a re  t h e  

comments I ' d  l i k e  t o   l e a v e  w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s   h e r e .  

I'm s o r r y  i t ' s .  k i n d   o f   h a r d   t o   i n t e r p r e t   t h i s  because of 

t h e   e x p e r i e n c e s .  And t h o s e  a re  t h e  conce rns  t h a t  s h e ' s  

go t .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you.  Does  anybody l i k e  t o  make 

a s t a t e m e n t ?  Sir .  

MR. NAGEAK: I t  came back t o  me. My name i s  

Benjamin P. Nageak aga in .  I j u s t  wanted t o  res ta te  what I 

said d u r i n g   t h e   c l o s e d   s e s s i o n  on the   moni tor ing   program.  

To h a v e   t h e   i n d u s t r y ,   w h o e v e r   y o u ' r e   c o n t r a c t i n g   w i t h ,  t o  

go ahead and a t  t h e  same time s tudy   wha t   t he  e f fec ts  of 

t h e  Bowhead whale  on t h e  -- t o   m o n i t o r   t h e   w h a l e s   t o  see 

how t h e y  react t o   c e r t a i n   t y p e s   o f   n o i s e   d u r i n g   t h e  

d r i l l i n g   o p e r a t i o n s .   W h e t h e r  it be icebreaking  movement ,  

d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t i e s ,   a n d  keep a log   o f   wha t   t he  a c t i v i t i e s  

a r e   d u r i n g   t h e   m o n i t o r i n g   p r o g r a m .  

And y o u ' l l  be l i s t e n i n g   t o   t h e   w h a l e s   a n d   t o  be 

l i s t e n i n g  t o  w h a t   t h e   n o i s e   l e v e l s  are  where t h e  

hydrophones are. Thank you. 

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. Anybody else have a 
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s t a t e m e n t   t o  make? 

UNIDENTIFIED:  ( Ind i sce rn ib l e -o f f   mic rophone)  

MR. REXFORD: I t h i n k  i t  would be good t o  write. 

MR. YESLING: My name i s  Dave Y e s l i n g ,  I ' m  w i t h  

S h e l l  Western.  With regard t o   t h e   s t a t e m e n t   t h a t  

expressed t h e  concern  of t h e  ha rdsh ips   o f   t he   wha le r s   f rom 

t h i s  community. I ' d  l i k e  t o   p o i n t   o u t   t h a t  t h i s  y e a r   t h e r e  

is a coope ra t ive   p rog ram t h a t  has been developed  between 

t h e   w h a l e r s   a n d   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   w h i c h   i n  e f fec t  speaks 

d i r e c t l y   t o   t h e   c o n c e r n   o f   h a r d s h i p .  

And t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e   i n d u s t r y  will be p rov id ing ,   and  

is i n  t h e  p rocess   o f   p rov id ing  a s t a s h ,  a cache,   of  

emergency p r o v i s i o n s   o n   C r o s s   I s l a n d   f o r  t h e  whalers 

s h o u l d   t h e r e  be a n   i n c i d e n c e  of  emergency  where t he i r  

provisions as t h e y   h a v e   p r o v i d e d   f o r   t h e i r   h u n t   s h o u l d  be 

dep le t ed .  

F u r t h e r ,   t h e r e  i s  an   a l lowance   which  was worked  out  

with the federal gove rnmen t   t ha t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a whale  

s t r u c k ,  k i l l e d ,  a t  a po in t   where   t he   wha le r s   wou ld   have  

d i f f i c u l t y   g e t t i n g  i t  back t o   t h e   s h o r e   i n  time t o   p r e v e n t  

spo i l age ,  we t h e   i n d u s t r y ,  i f  we have a vessel a v a i l a b l e  

can assist i n  t h e  recovery   o f  t h e  whale .   Get t ing  it back 

to s h o r e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  Owing t o   t h e  f ac t  

that   our  vessels h a v e   t h e   s i z e   t h a t  we c o u l d  move it 

perhaps a t  a quicker rate. 
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Fur the r ,   once  there  i s  a whale 

b u t c h e r i n g  has  t a k e n   p l a c e ,  i f  t h i s  

i s  n o t   i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a v i l l a g e  

26 

beached   and   the  

i s  i n  a l o c a t i o n   t h a t  

; f u r t h e r ,  we can  

p a r t i c i p a t e   i n   t h e   t r a n s p o r t  of t h a t   w h a l e  meat and  muktuk 

and so on back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

So t h e   p o i n t  is t h a t  there  has b e e n ,   t h i s   y e a r ,   a n  

e f f o r t   d e v e l o p e d   t h a t  we w i l l  address a concern  t h a t  was 

e x p r e s s e d  here t o n i g h t   a n d  i t  i s  a n   e f f o r t   t h a t   i n c l u d e s  

b o t h   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   a n d   t h e  whalers. And Sus ie  Kasak 

( p h ) ?  

MR. REXFORD: S u s i e  Kusak ,  

MR. YESLING: She is t h e  p e r s o n   i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  

t h a t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h  the coord ina t ion   program.  

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

MR. BROCK: Any o t h e r  comments b e f o r e  we c l o s e  

t h e  h e a r i n g ?  

MR. REXFORD: I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a comment. My 

name is Delbert Rexford.  F i r s t  of a l l  I want t o  make it  

very clear t h a t  I have no i n t e n t i o n s  t o  delete any 

t r a n s l a t i o n   o r   c o e r c e   a n y   i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s   t h a t  may be 

done. And I feel  t h a t   t h i s   e x p e r i e n c e   h a s   g i v e n  me a l o t  

of awareness   o f  the ex i s t ing   p rob lems ,   and  I do  hope that  

the  community  understands my p o s i t i o n  a s  one, a wha l ing  

member; and  two, as an  employee  of  the  Borough. I f i n d  

t h i s   o n e  of t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  tasks t h a t  I have 
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under taken   and  I want t o   e x p r e s s  my d e e p e s t   r e g a r d s   t o   t h e  

community i n   t h e i r   e f f o r t   t o  make t h e i r  community a be t te r  

p l a c e   t o   l i v e ,   a n d  by e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  concerns   and  

v o i c i n g   t h e i r   o p i n i o n s  on matters. And t h i s  h a s  been  

r a t h e r   d i f f i c u l t   b u t  I have   en joyed  it, And i t ' s  a n  

e x p e r i e n c e   t h a t  I ' l l  treasure f o r  a long  time. 

( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

(Applause) 

UNIDENTIFIED:  ( T e s t i m o n y   i n   I n u p i a t )  

MR. REXFORD: S h e   w i s h e s   t o   e x p r e s s   h e r  

A p p r e c i a t i o n   f o r   t h e   m e e t i n g   t h a t   h a s  been h e l d   a n d   t h e  

e f f o r t s   t h a t  we have made t o   c l a r i f y   t h e  issue h e r e .  And 

she   has  a bet ter  u n d e r s t a n d i n g   o f   t h e  issue. However, it 

is a l s o   n o t e w o r t h y   t h a t  i t  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i v e  a 

s u b s i s t e n c e   t y p e   o f   l i f e .  And somet imes   t ha t  many y e a r s  

3 0  by b e f o r e   a n y   s u c c e s s f u l   w h a l e   h u n t s   o c c u r .  And s h e ' d  

l i k e   t o   e x p r e s s   h e r   a p p r e c i a t i o n   f o r   t h i s   m e e t i n g .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you. Mr. Long, I assume you 

lave  a comment. 

MR. LONG: Yes. Again my name i s  Frank  Long. 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment on t h e   w h a l e   h u n t ,   I n   t h e  past ,  I 

think i t  was 1977  and ' 7 9  I had   been   ou t   wi th   the   whal ing  

crew. And t h e  f i r s t  time w e  went   out  we d i d n ' t   h a v e   a n y  

success i n   g e t t i n g   a n y   w h a l e   d u e   t o  ice problems  ou t  

toward  Flaxman  Island, 
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And we had t o  go a l l  t h e  way t o  Barter I s l and   and  

s i g h t e d   n o t h i n g .  And i t ' s  v e r y   d i f f i c u l t .   I f   y o u  ever t r y  

it, i t ' s  some s o r t  of e x p e r i e n c e   t h a t   y o u   w a n t   t o   t r y   o n e  

of t h e s e   d a y s .  

I n   t h e   s e c o n d   t r i p  we was s t r a n d e d  o u t  a t  t h e  DEW l i n e  

s i t e  cal led Pole   Three.  I t ' s  halfway between h e r e   a n d  

Barter I s l a n d .  And y o u   d o n ' t   o n l y   g e t   s t r a n d e d   t h e r e   d u e  

t o   w e a t h e r   c o n d i t i o n s ,   y o u   g e t  iced i n ,  And i n  t h e  f i r s t  

week of October is  when t h e  ice s t a r t s ,  It  won' t  wait. 

It  w o n ' t  wait f o r   y o u   t o   g e t   o u t  of   there .  It j u s t  g e t s  

packed   in .  

B u t  my f e e l i n g  i s  I ' v e   b e e n   h u n t i n g  a l l  my l i f e ,  I 've  

been   wha l ing   ove r   i n   Ba r row,   I ' ve  been ou t   ove r   he re   and  

you  have t o  go a f a r  d i s t a n c e .  You h a v e   t o  go a t  l ea s t  

300 miles, maybe f i v e ,   6 0 0  mile round t r ip .  And i t  c o s t s  

a l o t  of money. Besides t h e   b a r r e l  of g a s   h e r e ,  i t ' s  

p r e t t y   c l o s e   t o  $200.00 a drum, Out h e r e  we d o n ' t  know 

a n y t h i n g   a b o u t   i n f l a t i o n .  We pay   t he  price of  $2.55 a 

g a l l o n  for  gasoline.   Whereas  you  go t o  Prudhoe Bay i t ' s  

only  $.95 a g a l l o n   a n d   e l s e w h e r e  i t ' s  cheaper .  It g e t s  

cheape r   t he   fu r the r   you   go ,  

My major   concern i s  t o  l e t  you know it is  v e r y ,   v e r y  

hard t o  g o   o n   o n e   o f   t h e s e   w h a l i n g   a c t i v i t i e s ,   o r   w h a t e v e r  

you w a n t   t o  c a l l  them. And I sure hope  they  have a p r e t t y  

good s e a s o n   t h i s   y e a r .  Thank  you  very much for   coming t o  
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t h i s   m e e t i n g .  

MR. BROCK: Thank  you, s i r .  I would l i k e  t o  

I-hank e v e r y b o d y   f o r   p a r t i c i p a t i n g   a n d  I ' d  l i k e  t o   t h a n k  

you, Delbert, f o r   t a k i n g   o n   t h i s   d i f f i c u l t   j o b  of 

t r a n s l a t i n g  because I do know t h a t  i t ' s  ex t remely  

difficult t o  remember a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  t h a t  

is b e i n g  said. '  And I w o u l d   a l s o  l i k e  to   compliment   you  on 

{our new h a l l .  The l a s t  time I was here it  was n o t   t h i s  

-- we were i n   t h e   o l d e r   b u i l d i n g ,   a n d   t h i s  i s  a n   e x t r e m e l y  

lice h a l l  you   have   here  now. 

So I would l i k e  t o   t hank   eve rybody   fo r   coming   and  I 

lope t h a t  -- we' l l  take e v e r y t h i n g   i n t o   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   y o u  

said and  we'll t r y   t o   g e t  a d e c i s i o n   o u t   s h o r t l y .  Thank  you. 

MR. REXFORD: ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  

* * * END OF PUBLIC HEARING * * * 
September 1 2 ,  1986 
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C E R T I F I C A T E  

STATE OF ALASKA 1 

1 ss. 

THIRD J U D I C I A L  DISTRICT ) 

I, Audrey  Krovchuk,  Notary  Public i n  a n d   f o r  the 

Sta te  of Alaska d o   h e r e b y   c e r t i f y   t h a t  I c o r r e c t l y  

r e p o r t e d  t h e  w i t h i n - e n t i t l e d  matter t o  t h e  best of my 

a b i l i t y   a n d   t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i s  a f u l l ,  t rue a n d   c o r r e c t  

t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e   o r a l   t e s t i m o n y   i n   t h e   p r o c e e d i n g s   h a d  

i n  t h e  said m a t t e r   f r o m   t a p e s   s u p p l i e d  by Mine ra l s  

Management Se rv ice .  

I N  WITNESS WHEREOF, I h a v e   h e r e u n t o  set my hand  and 

a f f i x e d  my seal t h i s  15th  day  of   October ,  1986. 

My c o m i s s i o n   e x p i r e s  10/4/87 
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